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SERMON I,

THE GENERAL JUDGMENT.
“He hath appointed o day in the which he witl

- judge the world in righteousness by that man = T

whom he hath ordaineds whereof he hath given as-
surance unto all men, in that he hath raised hzm
Jrom the dead.”” Acts. xvn 31.

It can rarely have escaped the notice of the intel-
ligent and attentive, that the noblest spirits are gen-
erally the most condescending, gentle and affection-
ate. Never, under heaven, were sympathies so
tender, never were there demonstrations of kind-
ness so simple-hearted, as those which were exhi-
bited in ten thousand forms by God’s own Messiah,
when he dwelt among us, animated by the feelings
and sustaining the pressures common to our kind.
Of all beings merely human, the Apostle Paul will
probably always rank highest in the estimation of
those who can best appreciate his character. And
no where do we find such strokes of powerful na-
ture, no where do we note such instances of meek
compliance, as his letters and the record ofhis *tra'\(;—__
els furnish, Ardent as a seraph, bold in his con-
ceptions, daring in his plans, unswayed, unintimi- -
dated by the array of p]gwer,. we find this man—e



10 The General Judgment.

who at Ozmsar’s judgment-seat stood firm and
dauntless as if himself had been a Czasar, this man
who hurled reproaches merciless and boundless on
hypocrital Jews and.Judaising Gentiles—we find
this man stooping to the ignorant with such gentleness
and patience as thongh they had been his children,
weeping with the =0110wfu1 as though himself were
stricken, and caressmg ‘and regarding with all the
{ervor of simple-hearted infancy whatever had a
claim on the heart of purity.

You may have remarked low fearlessly he often
stood on his arraignment, when one word from an
unprincipled and.v;arbitrary judge was sufficient to
have sealed his destiny. You have seen how his
fervid and angry spirit flashed, when Jewish priests
and rulers, with deep hypocrisy and still deeper
hatred, opposed the promulgation of the Saviour’s
message, and plead, good souls! their consmenees,
to screen their selfishness and malice.

Mark how differently he carries himself in a city
of pagans, where every object that presented itself
served oaly to excite commiseration or disgust.
Athens, the famous seat of science, stood a mon-
ument of the vanity of all human science where the
word of God comes not to marshal and direct the
energies of ifs votaries: Athens was sunk in pitia-
ble ignorance of all the more interesting and imper-
tant truths which man shouid wish to know: Athens
was more degraded with multiplied idolatries than
almost any other city: and after wearying and impov-
erishing herself by the eroction of altars fo a
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thousand Gods, she summed up her folly—(shall I
call it? or devotion?) in erecting one more altar 1o
THE GoD UNENOWN.”’~—Without shocking their feel-
ings by a direct attack on their debased and degra-
ding superstitions, the Apostle, with the utmost gen-
tleness, attempts to undermine them. He takes that
altar for his text, and begins with complimenting
them on the spirit which had erected it; not by ab-
surdly telling them, as our version has it, that they
were too superstitious. From that text he unfolds to
them the God whom they did not know; he unfolds
the doctrinés of the resurrection and of the eternal
judgment: he does it fully, and he does it fearless-
ly.

To-day, my brethren, we would imitate his ex-
ample.. We have come down, like our Apostle,
not to shock your feelings, but to do you service.
Like him we would do it with every regard to what
we owe you; but, at the same time, with equal re-
gard to all that is due te truth. The Apostle’s
theme is ours: “God 'has appointed a day in the
which he will judge the world in righteousness by
that man whom he hath or damed *? Inattending to
it we will shew,

I. That there shall be such a judgment.

II. The time about which it will probably take
place.
© TIL The circumstances attending it

L. Ttisafactthat God has appointed a day in which -
he will judge the world by that man whom lie has or-
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ordained, even by him who died to save the weorld,
New as was this idea to the good people of Athens,
there has never appeared any thing new about it
to the apprehension of the people of God. Job,
who lived about the times of the patriarch Isaac,
mentions it familiarly, and mentions it as a ground
oi'consolation in his troubles.  In the fiftieth psalm,
said to have been penned by David, and of course
nearly one thousand years before the advent of
Messiah, we find a long, and, if it were not so
terrific, we would add magnificent, description of
the solemnities of that day. On these references
it is needless to detain you. But as we mean to
1make some little use of the description furnished
by the prophet Daniel, we will take the liberty of
reading it. Ttoccurs in that famous prophecy which
embraces the destinies of the world and of the Church
from the =ra of the vision down to the great and
dreadful day of judgment. After describing the four
great empires that controled in succession the ener-
gies of the Hast, and after tracing the last, or Roman
government, thro’ all the horrors of the great aposta-
cy, he goes on to say: <1 beheld till the thrones were
cast down, and the ancient of days did sit, whose
garment was white as snow, and the hair of his
head like the pure wool: his throne was like the
fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire. A fiery
stream issued and cameé forth from hefore him: thou-
sand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thou-
sand times ten thousand stood before “him: the
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judgment was set, and the books were opened.*”
In fact, so common were the doctrines of a
resurrection and general j udgment, that they laid
the chief foundation of the wide distinctions between
the two great rival sects of Judea, the Pharisees
and Sadducees. The latter denied the docirines of
a resurrection and of a separate state of spiritsy and
on that account rejected the whole of the old-testa-
ment scriptures, excepting the five books of Moses,
supposing no such doctrine to be contained in them.
And thence it was that our Lord Jesus Christ,
when he silenced the Sadducees on the question of
the resurrection, drew his argument from the book
of Exodus,f a portion of scripture which they ad-
mitted to be inspired.

‘We need not say to you that the New Testament
scriptures are particularly full and clear upon this
point. So full and so clear, that no ore needs guo-
tations to assure him of its being the doctrine of the
apostolic churches. We will just aticnd onc me-
ment to the proof of the doctrine adduced by the
Apostle. Of the fact, that there shall be a general
resurrection, he declares, Giod has given assurance
to all men, in that he raised Messiah from the dead.
This, to a people like the Athenians, was an im-
portant and perhaps indispensable illustration of
the question. The deities whom they worshipped,
were shadowed forth as in all things resembling

*Pan. vii. 9, 10, TAari: xit, 48—27.
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themselves. Beings but of yesterday; limited i
their knowledge, in their powers, in their aims; a-
gitated by the passions, and degraded with the vi-
ces tliat embitter human life. The contemplation,
and especially the adoration of such imaginary de-
ities, had a direct and necessary tendency to debase
the conceptions and enfeeble the moral feeliug of the
pagan world. The ideas of a self-existent, eter-
- mal, omnipresent, omnipotent Being, were quite new
" to them. KFor the sublime delineations, as they are
ofien called, which we meet with in the writings of
some few philosophers, delineations that betray the
faint and reflected glimmerings of revelation, were
known only to the few who frequented the aca-
demic shade. The great mass of the Athenians were
tmacquainted with these speculations; nor did they
impart one single feature of intelligence to the devw
tions even of the philosophic world: 1ts devotion
was still paid at the shrines of popular idols, and it
was paid no where else. 'The fact is, that though
they had sometimes taken views appreaching to cor-
rectness, of the character and attributes of ¢‘the on-
ly true Grod,” yet habit would insensibly lead them.
to dilute and debase doctrines of such unusual sub-
linity, every time they attempted to employ them
{or any practical purpose. Labouring under suck
partial apprehensions of the truth, it was quite natu-
ral to inquire: <how can God raise the dead?’ ¢how
should he discriminate between the mingled dast of
many generations?” We, who are familiarized
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with the idea of all-sufficiency, never think of start-
ing such objections. But to minds only conversant
with mythological attributes, they were of serious
weight. A fact then, which would preclude the
possibility of doubt, was a matter of great import-

" ance. Let that fact be well attested: let the mis-

sionary of the cross be able to say, ‘see, God has
already raised the dead!” ‘see, Messiah fizs burst
the cerements of the tomb!” and the question of pos-
sibility is at once and forever settled. He who has
done it once, may do the thing again, He who has
spoken of a general resurrection, gives assurance of
his all-sufficiency in raising up his Son.

But again. While the fact of the resurrection at-
tests the all-sufficiency of God, it bears witness to
the propriety, and indeed io the necessity of a gen-
eral resurrection, on the score of righteousness. It
is the glory of the Divinity that all his ways are
perfect, are exact. Now in order to the perfect
distribution of the recompense, it is manifestly ne-
cessary that rewards and punishments should be
meted out, as nearly as possible, in the very forms
and thro’ the very channels in which they may have
been eavned, We account that a just and beautiful
arrangement, in pursuance of which the reward or
punishment is made to grow directly out of the deed
itself. We admire and applaud that dispensation

of the Almighty, which takes the crafty in their own-

devices, and enthrals the feet of sinners in the
spares that they bad spread. Carry out this idea,

iy
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and you will perceive something more than a fitness’

in the general resarrection; you will perceive a ne-

cessity for the resurrection of the body: that the ve- -

ry members which have toiled in the service of their
Maker, may reap the fruits of his munificence; and
that the very senses which have been perverted and
debased by iniquity, may become the avenues of ap-
propriate sorrow.

"FThe resurrection of the Saviour gives to the world
assurance of this righteous distribution. It was not
merely his spirit that had teiled in the service of his
Father; in body as well as spirit he had been devo-
ted to that service: and it afforded fit demonstra-
tion of the righteousness of God, that the head
which had once heen crowned with thorns, should
be crowned in heaven with immortal amaranth; that
the eyes often moistened and almost blinded with
his tears, should sparkle in all the brilliancy of joy;
that the heart which had often well-nigh burst with
agony, should dilate with emotions of delight and
love.—Now, that which is true of Jesus Christ, is
true of every human being. That which has offend-

ed, that which has obeyed, should be punislied or

rewarded; and the risen Savieur is an example of
such justice. But should you deny the probability
of the resutrection of the body. you at once do awxy
the possibility of such recompense as shall meet ex-
actly tiie demands of righteousness. The being who
cunsists of scul and body has not only many moiles
of obeying and offending, but many ways of suffer-

oy
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The General Judgment. 19

.ing and enjoying, peculiar to itself. _ And if death

be indeed an everlasting sleep, then rigorous jus-
tice is defeated of its ends.

Finally. The resurrection of the Saviour gives
assurance to the world of a general resurrection and
of the eternal judgment, hecause he obeyed, suffei-
ed, and triumphed as a federative head. That
which is his standing, must therefore be the stand-
ing of his people; and whatever be the destiny
righteousness allots to him, that véry same destiny
it allots to all who are represented by lim. If he
be accounted righteous, then so are they: if the rew_
surrection be in part the recompense of righteous-
ness to him, then fo all who are hls the sanie e~
compense belongs.

'We have not time to dilaje on any of these i-
deas. Any one of them would require our hour
to do it justice, You will permit me to disiiiss this
part of my subject with one general ohservation: It
is the doctrine of the scriptures, and the dictate of
sound sense, that Ged, and God alage, is the con-
servator of exact and absolute righteousness, The
governments.of men have nothing to do with the
merit or demerit of any one’s conduct; except as it
interferes with the interests of society, Their rer
wards are measured out, not that righteonsness may
De fulfilled, but that saciety may he benefited; and
their punishments are inflicted, nof that Just;ce may
be satisfied, but that society may be protected. The
penalty may be remitled, &nd often is remitted, with-
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out the imputation of unrighteousness, where it can
be done without hazard of the public safety; because
safety, not 11ghte0usness, is the object of the penal-
ty. And offences may be committed without any
risk of penalty, when they do not militate against
the welfare of society. These remarks hold good

- even in relation to all those institutions which have
the cultivation of the fear of almighty Grod for theirim-
mediate object. For our relations to the Deity are as
essential and immutable as our relations to one ano-
ther, and they are vastly more important. Society is
therefore interested to a considerable extent in the
manner in which we observe them; society is con-
cerned that every man’s conscience should be chain-
ed to the throne of Ged; it therefore becomes, to a
certain extent, the right of society to prevent, for
its own protection, whatever strongly militates a-
gainst the healthy condition of the public conbcience,
Xi is in this light, and not because they are author-
ized to assnme the prerogative of eternal righteous-
ness in meteing out due punishment to man’s offen-
ces, that all wise legislators provide against infrac-
tions of the moral law,

Such, in general, are the objects aimed at, and
such is the law that regulates the procedure in all
human governments, But in a government literal-
ly .and rigorously moral, the case is very different,
There the object is the preservation of righteous-
ness: the rule must be exact, universal and 1mmun
table: and that rule must regard the merit or de-
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wierit of the deed itself, considered in relation to the
feelings and circumstances of the agent; and must
~ award to it precisely the thing that justice dictates.
Need we tell you that unless God judge and a-
ward accmdmg to this rule, there neither is nor can
be any thing that deserves the name of a perfect ad-
ininistration in all the universe? Need we say to.
you that he does appropriate to himself the glory of
this pure and perfect administration? that he asserts
as his peculiar prerogative this measurement of re-
compense according to the deed? thathe has written it
in his book, ¢vengeance is mine; I will repay saith
the Lord?”* Must we prove to you that the dictates of
such a righteousness enforce, eternally, immutably,
the stricte'st adherence to law? Or need we infer for
you that, on these grounds, the events of the resu?-
rection and of the general judgment are not only
possible and prob'lble, but absolutely necessary to
the execution of strict and perfect justice? ~
Thete shall, then, be a judgment, pure and per-
fect as the oiiniscient God is. perfect. A judg-
ment that shall extend to every word and deed, to
every thought and moiive, to évery public and to
every secret thing, whether it be bad, or whether
it be goad. Righteousness demands it. The God
of truth has said it. And though the end mrmht
- doubtless be answered without this awful and anix -
versal arraignment on one great and general day, -

#*Rom. xii. 19. o {
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yet who does not see that the solemnities of such &
day may sérve many 1mportaut purposes in relatiofi
to the feelmas of tlie mtelhgent cr eatwn'

I Tt woyld be folly i in us to aim at a dlscovery
of the precise time at which this event shall take
place. The Saviour himself has testified that nei

ther man nor angel knows any thing of the mattér.

1t is hidden in the councils of the Eternal mind; and
it were presumption as well as folly, to attempt a
_ discovery, after God has announced that conceal-

ment is his purpose. But that same great teacher
has seen proper to afford the means of a very sat-

isfaclory approximation toward the truth on this

iitteresting point. He has marked the period with+-
in which we may gather with certainty that the mil-

lennium shall take place: he has said that this peris

o of universal blessing shall continue for one thou-

sand years; during which, we are told, satan shall
be bound *‘that he may deceive the nations no more,

$ill the thousand years shall be fulfilled.”* s<Af-

ter that,” it is said, <be must be loosed a little sea-

son.*t 'This «little season” is obviously contrast-

ed with the preceding thousand years, and there-

fore caniot, at nost, extend to more than three or

Four centuries:

; Not, though it is not easy to deter mine the pre-

© ., tise point of time at which the commencement of

#® Kev. XX, 8. Hbid,
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the millennium should be fixed, yet we very well
know that the range within which all calculations on
this subject- must be confined is quite inconsidera-
ble. Twenty-three hundred years are alloted in
the book of Daniel ¢to give both the sanctuary and
the host to be trodden under foot.”#* This period
embraces the destinies of atleast the last three of the
four great empires known in scriptural prophecy;
and the latter part of it synchronizes with the twelve
hundred and sixty years so familiar to the readers
‘of the book of revelations. Xt is a matter of no im-
portance, in our present inquiry, whether the grand
prophetic period be dated from the wmra of the vis-
sion, in the last year of the Assyrian monarchy; of
from that period in the history of the Persian em-
pire in which the prophecy began to he accomplish-
ed. For though we should fix the commencement
of the period in question at the latest possible date,
yet still we are to look for the speedy commience-
ment of those thousand years of blessing, after the.
conclusion of which «a little seasqn” shall termi-
_ nate the bistory of our woe-wern world. We have
seen the Persian, the Grecian, the Roman demina.-
tion, 2ll of them included in the period in question,
suecessively give way: we have seen the anti-chris-
tian tyranny of Rome, to which prophecy allots
i'wdye hundred and sixty years, prevailing throngly
many centaries. We may therefore know that the

*Dan. viii. 13, 14,
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plans of heaven are fiow bear their consummatioiis
And that'which we afe tauglit by the prophetic
scriptures to expect, the signs of the times as plain-
1y indicate to be very iiear at hand.  Over all the
the earth we mark a general moveniént: we see thé
standard of the cross planted and protected among
the remotest nations: we see the scriptures render-
ed into matny tongues: we see the hope of life eter-
nal gilding the last houts of many southérn island-
ers: we see the fanes of idolatry deserted and des-
pised: we see the empire of Mohamimed nodding to
its fall: we see every thing beginning to bend be-
fore the sceptre of that Saviour, who is to subdue
all people «to the obedience of the faith.” We

know therefore, that the time is now very near at
hand when that universal and heart-felt acclama-
tion, “salvation, and glory, and honour, 2nd pow-
er,” shall ascend in 2ll quarter's from men of every
name. Yet a little while theti, and these thousand
years begin. et them roll round-—and then—no
man, no angel, can tell the eventful day—but THEN,
in the glory of his Father, and with all hls holy
angels, Messiah shall appeat.

Tt is not, perkaps, meportant to remalh, that
there is one mode of construing the prophecies that
define tlhie duration of the millennium, which wounld
place the coming of that great and dreadful day at
4 distance most discouragingly remote.  Some in-
terpreters have been so unreasonable as to suppose;
that the thousand millennian years are to*be what



The Genergl Judgment, 23

they ave pleased to call prophetic years; so thatev-
ery year should be construed to embrace three hun»
dred and si_Xty ‘ordinary years, and the millennium
itself be of course extended through the incompre-
hensible permd of three hundred and sixty thousand
years. But such a construction violates all the es-
tablished rules of prophetie language, The book
of revelation (and the same remark may be extend.
ed to all similar compositions) is a system of sym-
bols, in which one thing is placed ag the represent-
ative of another somewhat ana]agous to it, It de-
serves also to be remembered that these symbols
are arranged on the principle of paintings or draw-
ings, in Whlch a very small object is the represent-
ative of a large one. Almost the whole book af rev-
elations is a descuptlon of the thmgs seen by the
~ prophet in the unrolhng of the small hook which
had been sealed with seven seals. Now it is an
easy matter to discover wherefore a day should be
in prophetic language the symbol of a year—ihe les-
ser revolution the symbol of the lar. ger; but to make
a year the symhol of cther years, would be to vio-
late all propriety and fitness. It is true that in one
instance we find a departuré from this established
form; the lesser prophetic period of twelve hundred
and sixty years is once indicated in Daniel hy <,
time, times, and the dividing of time;* that i is, by
three and an half years. But even in this case, we
find that the language is still symbolical, and of -
course are consirained to interpret it symbolically,
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Very different is the fact in this xx. of Revelation.
The language is plain, the whole context is plainy:
every thing else appears intended for literal inter-
‘pretation; and to make that a symbeol which is no
where else so used, and in a passage too where no-
thing else is supposed to be symholical, is indeed to
proceed most strangely in construing the word of
God. ‘

Add to this that the whole current of scriptural
- phraseology contradicts the idea of so long a mil.
lennium. Why those appeals to the Gentile chureh-
es, so often predicated on the shortness of the peri-
od that must intervenc before the Judgment?
‘Why are the times in which the Apostles lived se
familiarly denominated +‘the last times,” ¢the ends-
of the world”? Every thing—every thing compels
us to adopt the cheering, the welcome, the most con-
solatory conclusion that the millennium shall endure
but for that thousand years; that the resurrection is at
hand; that the books shall soon be opened; that
within a veryfew centuries from the termination of that
millennium to which we can now lock with eager-
- ness as being “even at the door,”” we shall all be e-
lectrifiéd with that welcome mvitation, ¢come, ye
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepa-
red for you from the foundation of the warld.”

.III. Attend now tp the circumstances connected
with his appearing. Did we need further confirm-
ation of the hope just now established, we might
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find it in the assurance so often given that the throne
of the last judgment will be established "unexpect-
edly; sooner—much sooner; than the world’ will be
aware. The Saviour has said that all things will
be moving on regularly and securely, as on the day'
when Noah- entered into” the ark. There will be
buymg and ‘selling, planting and building, féasting’
and‘mourning, marriages and ‘burials——all things
will be going on in' that populous-age just as tliey"
are at present.—Lio! darkness covers one half of”
the globe, and its inhabitants' are engaged in was-
sail mirth; or locked in the arms of slumber.  Heére
and there you note an individual far otherwise em-
ployed: In one spot sits a mourner weeping the
~ sad providence that had gquenched the light of her
joy, alight far dearer to herithan the départed lanip
of day. Ih another kneels a suppliant;seeking his'
portion in a better world, feelingly "confessing the’
offences of the day, and summing up his wislies in
that ¢blessed hope and glorious appearing of tlie’
great God»our Saviour,” which  shall free hiui
from the plague: of an hard and deceitful heart.
Far to the Kast you see-the traveller just risen
with'the morning light, and setting forward briskly
and eav'erly for the stage that is to terminate the .
journeying of the day:-—tlius fir, he says to himself,
shallI'make progless to-ddy; yonder will T sleep
to-night; he spms his tived jadé, he stretches for:
ward foward his point; but eternity will bear re-
cord that he never reached if. Beyvond l}im see:

D
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fthe assassin stealing toward his home, his hands
polluted with the blood of the unwary, and his
countenance ever Valyihﬂ’ between contending ex-
presswns of remorse and fear, Look now far to
the west, where the shades of night begin to settle
down. Mark the multitudes of some populous city,
how they throng into the house of God. Tt is an
evening long consecrated to prayer and thanksgiv-
ing, and now they are meeting to unite once again
in those exercises that have so often stayed the
wanderings of their hearts and lifted high their
hopes above the vicissitudes of the world. Their
song of praise is finished: they stand up to bless
and to worship and to supplicate the Lord their
God: they cry upon the Saviour to he present in
their assembly, according to the promise which he
in kindneés gé;'ve., . But scarcely has the name of the
Saviour passed their lips, scarcely has that cry re-
verberated from the cieling, ¢come,Lord Jesus, come
quickly,” when behold! in a sense which they little
" thought, Messiah is at hand! Yon lonely mourner
has not yet dried her eyes, yon eager traveller has
made but little progress, yon ruthless murderer has
not yet reached his daor—not yet washed his hands,
when, behold! the clouds begin foriously to rake!
then suddenly parting, with a noise surpassing ten
thousand rolling thunders, they heap on either side!
The astonished world looks upwardy and lo! that
great white throue is already set for jiilgment; the
Judve is already seated the books are already o

4
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pened; and ten thousand times ten thousand, and
thousands of thousands are the angels that climb
and throng the ¢louds of Theaven, to view thes sur-
prizing scene! -

My dear fuends, this is nd plcture of the fancy
The prophet Daniel saw that Jutlgment seat: he
witw those ministering spirits, thousands upon thou-
satids, myriads upon myriads, thronging rTound
the throne: and Loth David and Duniel tell us of a
flamer that shot forth fierce and dreadful from be-
neath the judgment seat; and sent its’ volumes, cur-
ling a5 they darted, with brilliant spalks and loud
and bickering sound. _

Youder stands that throme, glittering like the
‘'stars, white as the snow from heaven! Yonder, be-
fore it, plays devouring fite! Yonder, around it,
stand the hosts of seraphim! and all above is mute
and dreadfal observation, while all the world sends
forth oite cry of terror!

But not for these=mnot for these alone who startle
\vith amazement—is this array provided. Messiah
has come down to execute his judgments; and the
slumbering ‘dust of many generations must abide the
great decision. Tfear one blast of that arch-angel’s
irumpet, louderand longer than when ke shook the.
‘plain of Sinai, while thunders roared awd lightnings
‘glanced arcunil the smouldering pEak‘ Hear butonce
-exerted thage all-potent voice that picrced of -old the
Teaden ear of Lazarus! Arise ye dead and come to
judvment" Emth and Ocean make one suddea



28 The General Judgmeni.

movement, and lo! their surface-teems! myliadé,
myriads, - the dust of _generations, again organ-
ized .and .animated, looks- up toward - that ‘threne!
"The small and the great are there: the infant. of a
span; and - the man of vast dimensions were -seen
by the prophetarraigned before the judge.*

Nor are these all the-dead. The Apostle Paul
has told us that ¢«the dea,d_. in Christ rise first:’{ and
all these multitudes, these innumerable multitudes,
lift up their heads with joy. ‘These, we are told, the
angels shall collect, and, bearing them aloft above
that fiery flame, set. them in order on the right hand
of the judge. But their judgmentis not yet. 'Fhat
judgment is ¢‘the revelation of the righteousness of
God;”” aud all the world must witness it. Again
the great arch-angel puts the trumpet .to his lips;
and he blows it loud and long. Again is heard the
mandale of the Almighty Judge: and, lo! the sur-
face of the earth again in motion! the sea casts forth
another -host of bodies! -and death and hell pour
forth their agonized multitudes! Behold, the small
and-the great are also there: the noble and the
mean- throng and press and tread on one another.

Friends, if yon can conceive it, conceive it fer
yourselves!" We will not attempt to paint the con-
sternation of that hour. 'The scriptures have said
it, ¢all kindreds of the earth shall wail:”’} the
scriptares have particularized, among this throng
of many generations, the very men who fiented and

%Rev. XX, 12. 11, Thess, iv. 16. iRev. 1.7
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who, pierced the:- Saviour in the-day of his greatest
sorrow: and they have left you to imagine, they have
nottaught me to .depict-the scene, when the sight of’
that. Messiah shall blast the vision of his murder-
ers. Nor have they any hope of safety. Conceal-
ment is attempted; but the eye of the Judge is fixed
steadily ypon-them: its fires-are like the basilisk’s,
and it chains them to the spot. Rocks and moun-
tains are called upon to cover them from the face of
him who sits upon the throne. But rocks would
skip-like lambs, and mountains like the unicorn,
at the. bidding of: that voice. Man alone proved
regardless of his maker’s mandate; and he must a-
bide the consequence.

-See now that throng, the tumult just subsiding
after- the flrst surprise. Mark the weeping and
wailing, the mute despondence and the maniac
rage. -ETERNITY has commenced, and yonder is
the*Judge who is to-assign their portion in it!—Say,
‘hope of Israell’ say, Lamb of God! shall the ap-
peal be made to theg? Behold ¢I called, and ye
refused; I streiched out my. hand, and no man re-
garded. Dut ye set at nought all my codnsel,
-aud would nene of my reproof:#” Prepare ye for
the judgment. Ye nations of the saved, shall an ap-
peal be ledged-with you? Ah! many of that crowd,
now - frantic with despair or nerveless through dis.
may, hiad once fondly hoped to have risen with
their friends; to have started from the dust, at the

% Prov. i, 24, 25,



80 The General Judsment,

first summons of the trumpet, with some of yondet
friends now seated on that cloud. But the trumpet
that awoke jon happy niultitades pierced not thést
‘slumbérer’s ears: whilé the angels of God Were col-
“lecting them from the four winds of lieaven, these
still wefe in the dust. 'And, behold! when that
second blast aidused thein, they tould fio niore than
barely sée those friends—see them at a distarce, a-
bove the fegion of that fire. Gazeé tipoii them they
might, gaze upon them they still may; but they
tat get no wearer. '['hat curling flame opposes
their approach: no strong angel will divide it; ud
inister of grace will lift them up towarids those
heightst==Take then thy look-—=a last, heart-rends
ing look! See thiem again thou shalt hot} nor never,
Bever, touch them; nor speak with them any more.
Haste! one look of anguish! ohe last, one rapid
glance! for, lo, the books ate opened; a world is
how adiraigned; and in the awful expectancy of the
1ast just judgment every other thought is for the mo-
ment swallowed up. _
Brethren, shall we ¥éad to you the records of
those volumes? shall your consciences this day
tead to you the record of your lives? Of one thing
be ye sure as that this is the oracle of the living
God: every thing that éach one of you this day re-
members, and much movre that yon hiave forgotten—-
every secret thought and every idle word, every
deed of great or small impottance, every act of
goodness even to the giving a cup of cold water to
a disciple of the Saviour for his master’s sake—
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all—all shall at that hour rise np in remembrance
before Jesus Christ. And your own hearts, your
memories, are also in his hand; that hand will re-
vive your faded recollections; and all that you haye.
‘been will rise up in train hefore you. K will be
done that conscience may set her seal to his decis-
sions, and heaven and earth and hell concede the
glory of his righteousness,

‘We must not detain you with the details of that
hour, Friends, you will be there! You will no
doubt see them all. Yet fifteen hundred years,
yet fourteen hundred_ years, apd you must take
your station. on the right hand of that Judge; ov
stand below upon the left, among those who shall
be quickened last, where is anguish, and horror,
and hell,

Read for yourselves the decisions of that day,
Hear the Saviour say to the hosts of his redeemed;
to those who had confided in him because they felt
that they could not save themselves; and had loy-
el him -and honoured him, because they hoped for
his salvation; hear the Saviour say to them, <Come!’
Hear him prononace the forgiveness of their sins,
throua'h the merits of his death; the acceptance of
their persons, through his own complete obedience;
the recompense of their good deeds, recognized and
rewarded by condescension and munificence:—
Hear them judged upon that ground.on which alone
God can be Just and the justifier of the unmodlv
believing in his Son:—then mark the final sentence;
“cowe, ye blessed of my Father‘, inherjt the }ggg§=
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dom prepared for: you from the foundatmn of the
world.”*#:

Now mark' the sentence: that sheds-darkness: on'
the left. 'The innumerable multitudés that throng
together there are without-any Saviour. Many of
them were entreated; but they refised to apply to
him: they were warned, but they: would not hear-
ken: they were assailed with argument; they even
professed conviction of the necessity of making ap-
plication- to--the Saviour; but they still defered it,
they waited for a happier mood or amore conveni-
entseason; and theydied as they had lived.. TurY-
HAVE.No SAviour: they stand upon the footing of.
their individual deeds: justice, of course, condemns
them, and the sentence is ““depart.’>

Ages have testified that the voice of Jesus Chl ist
is the voice of the omnipotent.. No sooner does he
speak than he executes the sentence. Forthwith
that flame that burst from beneath' the tlirone, and
had rolled in volumes harmless- though terrific—
forthwith that flame darts forward  on the crowd;.
flash upon flash; flash upon flash- brings its ap-
proaches nearer. There is no longer space to throw
themselves prostrate and supplicate the Judge:
there is no longer leisure to wring theirhands in ag-
ony. Volume rolls over volume, flash darts enward
after flash; and at each successive impulse the ghast-
Iy throng gives back—till, lo! the mouih of unfdth-
omdble hell' and they are gone forever!!

#Matt, xxv. 3%,
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‘0 God! the God of all salvation! deliver us—
deliver.all this people, from the horrors of that day!
Brethren, those horrors are only just commencing.
On next Lord’s day we expect to lead you down to
survey that region of unutierable woe. We will do
it with the hope of bringing you up again, : and of
planting you on that cloud whence it still must be
your lot to survey this scene of horror; but not to
survey it as those who have no hope. - Were it not
for this, it would he to us a painful task to unveil
the solemnities of the etelnal world; for the des-
cription of this scene could have ng other effect thap
to torment you before the time,

And now remember, we pray you, that terrific as
has been our painting, it has been taken in every
instance from the word of truth. So far have we
been from giving the reins to fancy, so farfrom de-
picting even all that the scriptures tell us about that
momentous hour, that our description has fallep
short of the half of what they tell us,

Will you then call it wisdom to shun all care,
by closing your bibles and absenting yourselves in-
tirely from the public assemblies of the church of
God! Will you foolishly conclude that to forget
these things is to put off the evil day, or to render
the danﬁ'er less! Nay, if you will have it so, I will
shut this Bible. And now—where is your hope?
Still it is true, though you had never heard it, that
the day is appointed, and that these terrors come.
Stillitis true, though you wish to forget it, that vonr

4
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every word and deed and every secret thought
shall be sifted i in that Judvment All sinfal ° mei
shall see it, though now they do not fear it. All
Teathen men shall witness it, though now they do
not know it. 'The thing is a truth, independenﬂy'
of scrlptul al attestation to'it. The scriptures ‘only
tell you, that you may prepare for it in finde. They
also tell yon that the Being who then shall sita
rlgorous Judge, stands now a most compassmnaﬁe
‘and all-sufficient Saviour. They invite you fo cofne
to him like the leplous ‘and the blind, the palsu:d
and the lame, in ‘the days when he was like ) your-
selves a son of temptation and oi sorrow: ‘and that
‘same truth that shall ‘seal the 'decision of the
‘general judgment, now seals the cheermg as-
surance to all nations, that whosoevel will coiiie
to Jesus Christ shall in ‘no wise perlsh bt shall
‘have eternal life. But then’ you must come to "hifn
‘as to a Saviour from your sinfulness, as well as
from the terrors of a gener al Judgment You must
obey his commandment, ¢take my yoke" upon you
and learn of me.” You must notbe ashamed of
‘him—short-sighted, foolish creatures! ashamed of
‘him whose glory we just now saw! at whose terrog's
we were afraid!—You must not be ashamed of him:
‘you must put in your lot with Jesus Christ: you
“must avow your election before earth and heaven
or you must abide the altelnatlve-—-Jesus Ghrlsﬁ
has sworn it—swhosoever shallbe ashamed of me
and of my words, of him shall the Sen of man  be
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ashamed, when he shall come in his own glory, and
in his Father’s and of the holy angels.” *

Make now your election.” Friends of my heart
—you for whose happiness T would gladly spend
my life—yet a little while, and the liberty of choice
will be taken away from you forever. Yet twenty
years, yet forty years, and most of you will slumber,
only to be awakened by the arch-angel’s trampet.
Yet fifteen hundred, yet fourteen hundred years,
and ye awake to sleep no more!

Son of God, thy message is delivered! Saviour
‘of the world, let it not return unto thee void! May
all this people consider their latter end! May these
bones so dead and dry become the quickened of
hy Spiri! And may I who sow, and these whe
reap, arise and rgjoice together, in that glad hour
‘Wwhen thy glory shall be consummated, and thy joy
shall be fulll—AwMEN.

ZLuke ix. 26,






SERMON Il

HELL.

e Tophet is ordained of old; yea for the king it %
prepared; he hath made it deep and large; the
" pile thereof is fire and much wood: the breath
of Jehovah, like a stream of brimstone, doth kin-.
dleit.” Isaiah. xxx. 33. .

«Cursed 'bé iy father who held back my feet
from entering on the way of life.”” When one of
Bunyan’s female Pilgrims heard this harrowing
sentence, as it rose up to the regions of mortal
hiealth and hope, through that famous “bye-way’®
to the land of darkness, we are told she trembled
and turned away with horror; and looking fearful-
1y upon her guides, with half-formed words and
pale and quivering lip, she beckoned them to lead
Tier off.

‘What, to-day, my bretliren, are to be your emotions;
whether paleness shall chase away the glow upon
your cheeks; whether horror shall unstring or ren-
der rigid every nerve; the progress of our hour can
4lone dlisclose. But we meet youn this morning, a#



those shepherds et the pilgrims, to shew you
fearful sights.  You shall more than hear that voice
of lamentation that made the pilgliméi startle. You
shall note scenes more hotrifying than that hopeless
wailing that unstrung the nerves of Mercy =-You
pendered last Lord’s day the revelation of God’s
eternal righteousness, in the decisions of the gene-
ral judgment. You stood at the opening of that
“hye-way” to the abodes of wretchedness through
which nothmg could be percewed but smoke and
pltchy darkness, and by which nothing ascended
but the sound of distant wailing. You saﬁhow
Tophet opened wide her infernal jaws to receive at
once a world of sinful men; you saw how they were
urged to the very brink, then precipitated down the
unfathormable steep, by that fierce and hickering
flame, that rolled its volumes from beneath the Judge
ment-seat.

"To-day we would lead your contemplahons down
through these yet unbarred gates of everlastmg
fleath. We follow no other guide than the seriptures
of trath.  'We portray no scenies but those which
the Spirit of truth has said shall come to paSa And
we attempt indeed most cheerfully thls perilous
descent; for it is in the hope that you—=even you—
_ ‘may be stirred up to consider your latter end, and
tread only this once this vale of many horrers, that
jyou may take leave of it forever.

We cannot delay to unfold the occasion on which
these words were spoken. 1t 1.s,suf‘ﬁcxent for you
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10 know that they relate to ‘that proud Assyian
‘conqueror who having 1aid waste the nations, and
trodden down the 1asid of Palestitie, besieged:Feru.
“galem, threatened Joudly terholy ‘and magmﬁceni
temple, and even weit so far Hsto exipress his defi-
‘ance ‘of the God of Tstael, In the caiiifiass 'of ‘one
: mgbt the pestﬂence Wasfed 185,060 of his ien,
In'the ¢ity of Nmeveh, in ‘thie teriple of his iddl,
‘his sons conspired aid slew Inm, aiid 10, says dur
: prophet behold ‘the ‘end of this vain hpaster! ATl
‘Hell was moved to ineét him: ialignant spmts i
-8d, «art thon ‘too conie down? art’ ‘thon Hécome s
‘one of us?” Thls ‘is ‘tophet; this is ‘the spirit that
‘Feigiis among it mymads Tt was nidained ‘of
old; for the King it ‘was prepared ” &e.
. We stopn 1ot at its’ entrance; we will walk'though
“this Tand of’ horrors, in the length of it, atid in‘the
‘breadth of it. "We will see how ail life there with-
‘érs beneath the ciirse. No flowers deck it; ‘fio biee-

° . ges fan it; no sun of héaven cheers it; no- buﬁy

~_schémes, no eheerful hope, no playful fancy, no no.
‘ble daring, varlegate it, Tt is that-place plepare(l
'“fo teach the umverse ‘how slender their' resoureesi
where almighty power doés not deeorate the Aviel.
“ling: it is that'place prepared to attest thie Tésour-
“ees of almiglity God, how like ‘bimself, Fow far a-
,vbove our thoughts, how high ahove our‘Ways, Whe-
“ther he deals out the bléssing or'the curse,
You will not, we hope, desire to be delayed by
fimitless and unwarranted disquisitions-on the ques:
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tions so often urged in relation to the locality of the
place of punishment, and the nature of its fires. At
a time when less important matters pressed us, we
would willingly give our own ideas on these ques-
tions, in so far as any thing can be clearly inferred
from scripture. But as the answers must involve
metaphysical discussions both tedious and difficult,
we cannet now desert the plain and open road to
enter on these crooked and tangled paths. It may
be within or without the limits of this great and vis-
ible creation. It may be separated from the fair
and happy universe either by distances immeasura-
ble, or by the different organization of those who
inhabit it—an organization which fits them to per-
eeive no objects but those of a particular class, to
which the channels of perception are adapted. We
know not. All that we at present state as certain
on the subject is, that it is “ordained of old;” and
that ¢the breath of the Lord like a stream of brim-
stone doth kindle it.” The place, (if indeed it have
any relation to place,) the nature of it, will be
known in that dread hour,” when death and hell
shall vomit forth their millions, and sist them hefove
the unreproveable tiibunal of Messiah.

We will sum up all that we have time to say up-
on this subject, in these two plain and scriptural i-
deas: - the horrors of the place, and state, consist

I. In eternal banishment from God’s fair and
gocd creation; and

II. In the suffering of eternal pain.
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I, . 'The complete separation of the region of
curse from all that is orderly and happy in creation
is often and most clearly taught in scripture, Itis’
a place of ¢outer darkpess;”” itis a prison where
captives are “reserved i chains of darkness;” it is
§¢a lake that hurns with fire and brimstone;” it is
divided from the whole creation by a gulf that, af-
ter the judgment, will be impassible, These and a
variety of similar assurances you will readily re-
gollect. Nor is this a mere arbitrary or indifferent
‘arrangement. It wears the stamp of the strictest
propriety, and even of the strongest necessity.

1. Why should the presence of beings polluted
beyond measure, and hourly growing worse, of be-
ings without hope, and therefore reckless qf eve-
ry consequence and fearless of all law,—why should
their presence be suffered to harrow up the feelings
of the good and happy, or to degl ade and pollute
the beautiful scenery of God’s perfect universe?
Fearless of God, and hepeless of amendnient, it i§
right and necessary that they be adludged to a state
of eternal separation.

2. But they might do more than pollute; they
might corrupt, they might destroy. Fternity will
not alter, however it may augment, the powers and
faculties, physical and intellectual, of the happy or
the miserable. 'They must still be the same beings,
regulated in their feelings and se:;satlons, in their
motives and conduct, by the very laws that regu-

late them now. 'We shall hereafter see this to be
F g
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a source of grievous punishment. But were such
fiendish spirits let loose in the full exercise of their
appropriate powers, who caun tell the havoc that
malice might prompt and cunning spread among
the works of God! Upon themselves and among
themselves let all their powers be spent. Protect
the happy universe! keep them by themselves!

8. Nor might violence alone prevail. 'The holy
and the happy might be corrupted by them. We
are social beings by the very constitution of our na-
ture; capable of influencing and of being influenced
by one another. The secret of all happiness, the
spur to all exertion, the very love of glory, spring
from social feeling—from that very feeling which
must cease to be, before we can be immovable by
the influence of those around us. Neither the biiss
of heaven nor the anguish of hell can prevail te
change our nature: we must be social beings stiil;
and the laws of our feeling, must be the laws of
social life. 'The stability of the innocent therefore.
absolutely demands the banishment of the impure;
lest in some sad hour, some slight suggestion, some
well laid train, seme specious lure, should.rob them
of their innccence and spread infection round. We
are not to forget that one single taint, one momen-
tary feeling, the very slightest digression from the
law of upughtuess, brings guilt upon the con-
science; therefore sluices most certainly the foun-
tains of life, and hoists the Hoodgates of pollution
and of horror, We know that when in heaven one
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{faiighty spirit fell, the impulse flew like péstﬂence
~‘among the ranks of seraphim. The integrity that

¢hained them to the eternal throne gave way; and
that bond once severed, they swung suddenly from
their moorings, and sunk—all hell will tell you
how mpld and how low.

Just in proportion to the susceptibility of the
heart, just in proportion as our feelings are strong
and tender, we are liable to be wrought upon by
those with whom we come in confact, provided we
regard-them as affectionate and guileless. But the
heart of the innocent is naturally susceptible; the
affections of the inumocent are strong and tender.
God made them so; and he made them so in kind-
ness, that they might be capable of high as well as
hallowed happiness. Hence results the danger
of exposing the innocent te any unhallowed im-
pulse..” Pollution may taint them, cunning may
mislead them, before they are aware. And es-
tranged though never so little from the way of up-
rightness, tainted however slightly by the breath of
the polluted, they are innocent no more.—Then it
isin mercy to the happy of this universe that <To-
phet is ordained of 0ld.”” Far and forever be remov-
ed from them the corrupter’s blandishments: let not
the guileless be cheated of their hope: Tet not the
unthinking be surprised into transgression by the
devices of that forsaken, but sirong aund active, por-
tion of c1eat10n KrEP THEM BY THEMSELYVES.
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I, 1t is efeinal separatmn - Now attend ye is
the punishment. That banishmeiit itself forms né
small itein in the list of eridless horrors. But to-
day we meet the objection so often urged against
the scriptures in relation to this subJect Itis be-
neath the dignity 6f Almighty God, weé hear, to
let himself down as tlie tormentor of his creatures.
The objection, like. most others snpposed to be
levelled against the doctrine of the scrlptures, proves
nothing but the i ignoraiice or the misapprehension
of thosé who urge it They mistake the grossly
vulgar and superstitious notions of the crowd for
the lessons taught us in the page of inspir ation. Tt
is like those portraits and descriptions of the fallen
spirits which present them uudér strange and even
ludicrous appearances, with cloven feet, and crook-
ed horns;, and an hundred other ridiculous appen-
dages. Look at the scriptural account, of Lucifer
for instance, and you find quite a different “being.
You see only the ruins of stupendous greatness—
feeling and intellect powerful though blighted, ac-
tive though perverted:—You see him an archangel,
though archangel fallen; a being great but dreadful;
changed like the moon when; despoiled of all her
prightnes, she lowers in dim eclipse. 'This the
acriptures tell you is a fallen spirit. Now throw
away your conceptions, idle and unfounded, in re-
~ lation to the naturé of eternal punishment, and hear
a scriptural account of these abodes of horror.

4. We gaid it is banishment from God’s fair and



Ynnocent creation, and you approve that sentence
well. You must approve the sentence, for mark
how it is merited! 'There is nothing new of beau-
ty or of blessedness within the compass of this wide
‘creation, which eternal power did not produce and
unfathomable skill arrange. He made you. He
fitted you up with noble faculties, and with avenues
of sensation and perception which prove the inlets
of ten thousand strong and pleasurable feelings de-
yived from things around you. He then permits
you to enjoy his beunty; he prescribes the bounds,
he notes the order in which you may enjoy it; and

he bids you remember, love him and be happy.—
" And you do—what? You convert every bounty of
munificent provulence into an occasion of forgetting
him, a reason for disobeying him, an incitement te
those excesses which dishonour and offend him,
You 'make the very liberality with which he has
‘crowned ¢reation, and the exquisite skill with which
he has adapted you to reap enjoyment from it, a
‘reason for lovmg the creature more than him who
made it, and who made it for your happiness. Your
tenderest affections spuin the proffers of eternal love,
and fasten with all their force on every trifie that
sarrounds you. You pervert your noble intellect
and all your exalted faculties from their just and
fittest exercise, and degrade them like slaves o
‘cater for your appetites. All that is binding in the -
commands of God, all that is sacred in his institys
tions, all that is alluring in his love, is neglected.
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despised, trampled down. Your health and your
time, your affectious and your facnlties. the light of
fieaven, the whole riches of creatioii, are prostituted
in the pursuit of selfish short-lived purposés. And
you, an intellectual, moral and imuiortal being, ac-
tually live and think and feel as if {here were no
God, and as if yon dared not hope a destiny high-
er than the creatures God made for your conven-
fence. Now be yourself the judge. Is it unwor-
thy of God, s it not fair, is it not equal, that they
who refuse the Almighty as the source of happi-
ness, who even pursue their appiness in defiance
of Iis law, and abuse for that end the riches of his
own crealion—is it any thing more than just that
they be banished from these fair sceies, and left to
draw for happiness ox their own resources® De-
part from God; you did not, would not, love him or
obey him. Depart from his fair and obedient cre-
atiens while it was youwr home you kui abused it,
and made it a reason for dishonoring him. Go—
take up your abode in some far distant quarter
where the breath of the Almighty faas not the air
avound you, but all is stagnant as the loathsome
fen and hateful as the house of death. Go to that
drear region where the light of heaven sends ng
wanderingrays, where genial sunheams never clothe
the scene with verdure nor sprinkle it with heaven-
stained flowers. Go pitch yout abode on that dark
burning marl; and let other thau the almighty beau-
iify your dwelling; let other than his exuberance
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supply your many wants.—Wants? Yes, if you

are a created being, if you have appetites, feelings,

~faculties, these will be revived with your reviving
dust—every law, every active principle of your be-

ing, will return to you in all their vigor. Happi-

ness will still be the great desire of your heart; but

behold you are cnt off from all in which you had
sought it; every resource is withdrawn from which

you could posssibly derive it. Let memory revert -
to ancient scenes and occupations, let appetite crave,

let passion rage, let every feeling, every active prin-

siple of your being, cry out for happiness and for ap-

propriaie employment. A just God bids you be hap-

py if you can. Yonr passicn injures no one, your
appetites wrong no one. If without the living God,

and the resources of his all-sufficiency, a creature

can be happy, bappy letit be. It is thus that jus-

tice exacts the penalty of crime. Men foster their
appetites; those appetites returnupon them and burn
and flame forever. "They sicken, they faint with
desire, but creation’s riches are utferly withdrawan,
and they have no supply. These appetites oppress
them, those passions scourge them, those habits
veturn upon them in all their wonted vigor; but they
find no object from without on which to fasten, and
they turn and prey upon the soul that neurished
them. O worm that never dies! O fire that never——
never shall be quenched! 'Thou appetite art that
worm, thou passion art that fire; and ye shall ling
forever! '
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These are but the scenes around the gates of "o
phet, and they are only the beginnings of many sor-
rows. No, God does not degrade himself as the
tormentor of his creatures. Let him only withdraw
the bounty they ahused, and they are already miser-
able. Let him only revive them with appetites and
passions they once cherished, then let them alone—
ihey are their own tormentors.—Say you who are
created a social being, a being with affections natu-
rally strong and tender, all whose pursuits, and e-
ven all whose offences ave predicated entirely on
the laws of social being——you who are charmed,
are fired, are deluded, aye ruined by ambition; what
would yon do were your abode now confined to that
unholy and unsocial place. where there is none in
all the universe to admire or applaud you? You wha
feel the sacredness of friendship, who realize that
the first principle of happiness is love, that every
thing like happiress in heaven or on earth, isin the
interchange of love—what would you think of be«
ing adjudged to that place where your social prin-
ciple, where the law of love continues stroag as ev-
er, but where every object you hear and seeis dis-
gusting from pellation, or hateful from passion, and
where you can never come in contact with aught that
you can love? W kat would you think of heing your-.
self given np to be hateful and hated, without one
bemv' to pity you, and withiout one thing that loves
you in the universe of God? Immortal spirils, Tnam
is very 'Tophet! and this shall be their misery who
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take up a lodging there. Every heart is wrapt
in selfishness; every brow scowls hatred onits fellow;
and love and tenderness, delightful love and over-
flowing tenderness, have taken leave forever. 0
feeling bleak and dreary! feeling dark apd dread-
fal! The bleakest spot on earth werea paradise of
gweets contrasted with the appearances creation
must assume in the apprehension of the spirit that
loves nuthing in the universe, and has none o love
itself. 4

No, God is not the tormentor of his creatures:
‘leave them to themselves, they will execute his sen-
tence.—Order is Heaven’s first law. Social be-
ings only then act with energy and effect, when they
unite their efforts, when they submit to some -di-
recting and controling principle, when they pui
forth their powers in obedience to seme law. God
reigns over the universe; and all is urion, harmony,
and success, where his wise ordination is regard-
ed. Even in the place of punishment this princi-
ple still prevails. The powers of Hell have their
objects in view, the dishonour of God, the ruin of
mankind; and they pow -act in concert, they obey a
leader, they unite to fulfil his plans, that their ends
may be obtained. We therefore read of the chief
apostate as being ¢the prince of the powers of the
air.” But at'the general judgment, even that slight
“bond of union will be broken; the measure of their
guilt and punishment wiil then be full: and having
no more inducement to- obey a leader, every hond.
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being broken, all subjection spurned, all order dis-
regai ded, what tongue can tell, what heart conceive,
. the wild confusion of the place of woe! Ti is each
~one for himself; defying and defied! each spirit op-
posing every other spirit! And 'TopneT shall teach
- the universe the benefif of order, TopueT shall
speak the blessedness of subjection to some law,
while every heart is tortured by conflicting feelings,
and every ear distracted with the eternal din. LeT
ETERNITY ROLL oN! There no sleep shall quell
the rampancy of passion: eternity shall speak,
through all her rolling years, the curse of social be-
. ing, when freed from social law.

But why should we attempt to trace the yet un-
numbered forms in which the laws of  their being
bind misery on those who are ejected from the care
and from the government of God? In body they
must suffer as well as in the immaterial part. Those
nerves, those fibres, every thing that had been abu-
sed in being made an incentive to iniquity, all that
had been prostituted to unlawful purposes, all that

- had been degraded as the instrument of sin—what-
ever had been in any way perverted, whep a wise
and bountiful God had made it a mean of innocent
delight—all these shall be only known, thencefor-
ward and forever, as the avenues of pain. Do net’
ask me how the body shall be made to suffer—eter-
nally to suffer—without being wasted or weakened.
T cannot fathom the resources of the Omnipot-nt.
T canuot tell in what way he may so string the
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nerves, that every movement shall extort the shriek’
of agony, and every pulsation prove a throb of
pain. But I know who has announced his resolu-
tion so to do. I know who has compared the keen-
ness of that anguish to the most exqaisite misery
which human nature endares. And how shall [
respond, when God repeats his challenge, “who -
~ can dwell with devouring fire? who can dwell Wiﬂl
everlasting burnings?’ I, whose very heart wou'd
die within me to think only of being parched with
an eternal fever, or of grappling with the cravings
of ever-gnawing hunger, or even pining under the
anguish of eternal head-ache—how should I des-
cribe, were it even possible to conceive, the ways of
~ the Almighty, when he strings every nerve to vib-
rate only agony, and opens every sense asa rivulet
of woe!

~ 'We have not time to dwell on these feeble deline-
ations. 'We cannou stop to note the burdens impo-
sed by the self-accusing spirit, when it summons its
recollections to all that it has done, all that it has
neglected, all that it has abused, all that it has lost.
My text names one item in the list of future ills; it
is the chief of all horrors; and with it we will con-
clude this fearful and too painful survey. While
éthe pile” of Tophet «is fire and much wood,” ¢the
breath (the Spirit) of the Lord, like a stream of brim-
stone, doth kindle it.” We said God does not de-
grade himself to become a tormentor of his creatures:
and we spoke it tr1ly.  Bat we will tell yon what
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he does do. He leaves them to themselves; 4iid
that desertion is pevdition. The Holy Spirit—the
fountain of all life, the author of every delightful
sensatioii and perception—that Holy Spirit tterly
deserts them. We cannot exactly define to you
what is to be understood Ly this desertion of the
Holy Spirit. Neithér you nor I have ever expe-
rieficed it: and I hope in God that none of us ever
may. But this miich we do know: the Spirit of
God is the immediate author and maintaiiter of all
that we call life, light, and appropriate activity of
any description whatsoever. He breathes in the flow-
ers, he shines in the light, he animates every ob-
ject, he lives in every living scene. It is his pre-
sence that cheers us and sustains our feelingss it is
his intelligence that irradiates our understahdings,
and imparts energy to our faculties; and his activi-
ty is in some sort identified with our every exer-
tion, and sénsalion, and perception. It is emphat-
ically true, with respect to all the activities of ouf
being, that “in kim we live and move.”* Life is
peculiarly his department; life in all its exercise,
as well as in its origin. We never lived without
him; and we, therefore, cantiot discriminate between
the activitics of our being as they subsist by his
support, and as they may be said to be more pro-
perly our own. But they are not inseparable. Ins
stances there have heen, many instances, in whiclt

defs, xvil 28



Hell, &
sinful men have been deserted by the Spirit, and
sealed up in this life to. eternal reprobation. And
it well deserves out notice that no such instance hag
at any time oécurred in which the unhappy suffer-
ers did not distinctly note the very moment when,
the Holy Spirit left them. We appeal to every
case of absolate despair that is any where to be
found on record.—The fact is remarkable; but it is
precisely such as the holy scriptures might lead us
to anticipate. We, however, fivho have been sus-
tained and animated and cheered, from our very
infancy, by that good Spirit of God, We can form
no conception—no clear conception—of the feelmg
that must ensue, when the Holy Spirit ‘deserts a
mortal or immortal being, and leaves them, so te
speak, to sustain the weight of theitr own existence.
They who experience it can tell the very moment;
they have a sort of consciousness—a manner of ex-
istence—which they never had before. It is ours
only to discover that every thing like exhilaration,
every thing like elasticity and buoyancy of spirit,
ceases utterly: the heart is rendered a perfect des-
olation, incapable of one kindly feeling: and con-
sciousness, thus left unsupported by attachments,
sits heavy—heavy—on the soul.

Let the sufferings of the Saviour display the op-
eration of this ingredient in the cup of man’s perdi:
“tion. He drained to the uttermost the cup of penal-
ty; and this dereliction of the Holy Spirit was {o
him the most horrifying of all his sufferings, He
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had endured without a murmur all that the cruel-.
ty of man and craft of devils were able to inflict..
Even amid the horrors of Gethsemane’s garden,
‘when he endured the direct pressure of the Al-
mighty’s wrath, and suffered agony so extreme that,
the tender ramifications of the blood vessels burst,
and his whole frame became covered with drops of
bloody sweat, even then, it is recorded, he only
wept and prayed. But when upon the cross he
sustained this last and most agonizing portion of’
the penalty of sin, when the Holy Spirit—who had
theretofore played like a lambent flame around his
heart—when that Holy Spirit left him, he cried out
for very agony, “My God, my God, why hast thou
forsaken me.”” Then was his night of horrors. And
had he been less than divine, had less than his own
all sufficiency sustained him, that desertion of God’s
Spirit had been to him, as to every creature, the
infet of despair; and Jesus of Nazareth would have
died upon that cross with curses on his lips.—
Spirit of the Eternal! thou only canst tell the hor-
rors of that heart which thy presence does not en-
liven. Thou only canst delineate the agonies of
that ‘Tophet, that dark and deep and stagnant pool,
in which no living joy can spring, no cheering breath
be known. Without thy animating, all-enlivening
influence, the arch-angel Gabriel were a fiend ac-
cursed.

No, God does not degrade himself to become the.
‘tormentor of his creatures, And yet when they
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fall into the fires of that Tophet it may very con~
_ sistently appear that the «Spirit of the Lord as a
stream of brimstone doth kindle them.” There,
asin every other place, the God of immensily is
present. «If I make my bed in hell,” says the
Psalmist, <“thou art there:”” and it is there that he
will verify that .assertion of the scriptures, <‘our
God is a consuming fire.” Do you ask me how?
'Remember, we pray you, the declaration of the
scriptures, that flesh and blood, in its present wealk
condition, cannot possibly enter the kingdom of
heaven, cannot endure its light. Remember the
answer God gave to his servant Moses, when he
desired to see his face: «“Thcu canst not see my face
and live.” But in heaven, we are told, all see him
face to face; they know him intimately as they are
known; they have access direct, as friend to friend
on earth. But their faculties are sirengthened to
grasp the amazing object; their powers are sus-
tained by the hand of the Almighty; his radiance
also beams in mild effulgence just as they can bear
it: otherwise even in heaven the faculties would be
‘overpowered, the feelings would be crushed. An
‘object so stupendous would bewilder and con-
found; a brilliancy so glorious, such insufferable.
brightness, would distract, would torture, the weak
‘being who beheld it. Know then that in Tophet,
as in the seats of Paradise, the living God is
known. There his stupendous greatness is real-
ized, ke is scen face to face, they know him ag they
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gre knovwn; but it is by faculties mevely upheld #a
“being, not strengthened for the vision. Compare
for one moment the greater with the less, You
know the listre of the sun in heaven; you know
that the atmospliere which God has thrown around
the earth, and the vapours floating in it, reflect his
beams in ten thousand different ways, and shed a
‘mild and variant lustre on the whole face ¢f heav-
en; which could never be but for this terrestrial at--
mosphere. Were there no such reflection, were
there no such mild relief, the sun would flame in
heaven with insufferable brightness, and every oth-
ér point in the firmament above you would be black
as pitchy darkness. Dreadful then would be the
appearance of création, now so mild and lovely..
But if that sun were increased a thousand fold in
brightness, if he were placed before your eyes
wherever your eyes could turn them, if your eycs
were so diseased that the feeblest ray tormenteil
them, what pang, what horror would such a state
involve! —Now remember that in that ‘Tephet
‘the beautiful creation is excluded from every view:
his works do not reflect the mild effulgence of Pivin-
ity: the dwellers there sce only God himself: they
see him darting a radiance insufferably bright, as
"that sun would shine in heaven, did no atmosphere
allay his intolerable ray nor. shed the glory in
reflected lustre round. Whatever way they turn
themselves, God is still before them; and they see
him with facnlties not fitted for the sight. Fha!




Hell. 5%

Brigﬁtness which blesses the sound eyes of heaven,
that stupendous greatness which elicits joy and
wonder, distract and overwhelm the weaklings of
the pit. You know something of the effects which
are wrought on our weak structure when stupendous
grandeur bursts upon the view. You look with de-
light on the beautiful cascade that falls in moderate
volume from a moderate height. You survey with
feelings still supportable, though much more highly
wrought, the cataract that roars at the foot of some
huge precipice, provided it he formed only on a
scale of magnificence. But these feelings are
wrought up to a pitch of agony, you are unnerved,
you are overwhelmed, when you approach the edge
of that tremendous steep down which the Niagara
pours his dark and rapid floed. Say then what fi-
bres could sustain the shock, what eye could gaze
upon the the maddening sight, were the St. Law-
vence and the Mississippi, the Amazon and La
Plata, united in one flood, and were that flaod seen
to pitch in one tremendous sheet, ten thousand fath-
oms wide, ten thousand fathoms deep!! 'We speak
perfectly within bounds when we dare and do as-
sert that such a sight would fell you as certainly
and suddenly as if smitten with heaven’s own thun-
der. 'There is a boundary, and it lies far within
the limits of created vastness, heyond which our fee-
ble faculties may not venture. Different degrees
of vastness delight, agitate, unnerye, destroy.
Now, let it not be thought that heings who cannat
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sustain the perception of created vasiness. witheut
a feeling of indescribable -anguish, may neverthe-
less bear up under the manifestations. of that stu-
pendous greatness which we attribute to him who
fills his own‘immensity. 1t matters not what is the
nature or chiaracter of the object that obtrudes itself
upon our feeble sense. In orderto overwhelm, it
is only necessary thatit be vast and:that it be clear-
Iy seén, Eternity alone can -clearly reveal how
stupendous is that Being shom Heaven and “Hell
behold. But we can infer something of his great-
ness from his stupendous works: and we—we whe
are lost when we would scan those works, we whe
are bewildered in the labyrinths of creation, we
who grow giddy when imagination sweeps through
the immeasurable fields of space, and searches for
worlds untold and forms of being unknown—what
wonld bhecome of us, how should we feel, if we saw
that very being whose are all these wonders! if we
saw him as he is! saw ‘him clearly as we discern
his nearest works! saw him in his immensity as the
PRESENT Gon! ‘Why creation in all its vasiness is
as nothing to his immensity. The glory of crea-
ation fades before his brightness. We should not see
it; arm ovLy we should see. He formed it by =
word; at a word he could destroy it; with a word
hie could replace it. es, the glory of creatior
fades, creation becomes 2 -shad_ei before that im-
mense reality! and at the view of his stupendous
greatness—sece him, only sece him as he isl——un.



Hetl. b8

sieasured space in an instant seems to dwindle into
the conipass of a mutshell; and all its hosts of worlds
appear perfectly within reach, as little things which
infancy might grasp and toss about, like malbles,
svith thé hand!

What mortal man can sustain a sight like this!
What facilties, utisublimed, unsupported by the
omnipotent, could endure the maddening sense! But
in Tophet they must se¢ him with faculiies unsub-
limed: they must endure the manifestation with
snsipported powers. In hell, as in heaven, God
jsall in all. 'There he shines, tle unsetting sun of
Toplict, with brightness nnreflected, with fervor
unrelieved. Him only they discern; all else is
horrid darkness: him they ever see;-and that sight
is deep perdition. All else that we have heard or
can imagine of perdition,—the repréaches of con-
scieice; the bitterness of repentance, the anguish of
regret, the horrors of vemorse, the ov erwhelmmg
anticipations of hopeless eternity—all other ingre-
dients in the cup of woe, ate never to be named in
comparison with this. To «“see God!” to “see him
as he is!” to «“see him face to facel” to “know him
even as we are known!”’ and yet to ke merely up-
held in being, neither we onrselves strergthened to
ook upon that sight, nor the display attempered in
consideration of onr weakness! Man, then shalt
sec the magnificence of God. Al people shall bear
switness to the supremacy of his glory. Tn no in-
gtance will he permit himself to sink in the estima-
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tion of his creatures. No mtelhgent being, nothirig
that carn péiceive him, shail exist in ignorance of
God. You, my dear brethren, must shortly seé
his fice: you niiist every one dwell beforé the bright-
ness of his couriténancé: but indy you névér—-neveg
—never see him thus!

And now hasteii back, fellow mortils, fellow
siriners, back—Dback forever from this den of many
horvors. You havé heard of that Saviotr who left
the fallén angels to beai the consequences of theit
apostacy, and fixéd his Tove and pity on the delud-
ed sons of men. Say, now you aré retiring from
these last abodes of sorrow, say whether it was un-
natural for angels to rejoice at the undertaking of
‘Messiah; when he came to snatch you from going
down t6 this dark dwelling place. . Say ifit seems
strange that they should have raised high; at his
birth, the voice of joy and thanksgiving to the Fath-
er of all mercies, and of warmest gratula.tlon to the
helpless sons of men. 'Who will not join in concert
with that band of seraphim! Whose heast will not
respond to the héaven-taught salutation! <«Glory
fo God in the highest, on earth peace, a.nd good
will towards men.”

Say whether it seems wonderful, now you have
shuddered at these sights, that the cherubim of
God, intelligént and benevolent, should be wrought
up even to ecstacy at the conversion of a sinner,
more readily and more highly thail by all their in-
terchange of thought and kindly feeling with ninety
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and nine -of their kindred spivits, spirits pure and
happy like themselves, and who therefore have no

need to exereise repentance, and no occasion for an
angel’s sympathles

Well may they rejoice! happy spirits of heaven!

for they know full well the value of the Eternal’s
favor; and they have seen the anguish that is mated
with his curse. With deep solicitude the hosts of
heaven bow, while I, your fellow mortal, unfold in
~ your hearing your danger and your duty: with

trembling anxiety they watch the expression of your

countenances, they pry into your thoughts, they
wait to bear the tidings joyfully to heaven, when
any of you shall consent to lay hold on God’s sal-
vation. Yet between them and you no intercourse
subsists; no personal friendships link you; no mutu-

al interests, mutual dangers, mutual benefits endear
you to each other. And may not I, who interchange
with you many an act of kindness, I, who have
received from you so many proofs of confidence, I,.
who am bound to you by so many obligations, may
‘not I—should not T—be more tremblingly alive to

‘the concerns of your salvation? How can I think

with calmness on that awful desertion of God’s Ho-

ly Spirit which must blast your noble faculties, and

sluice your hearts forever of each kind and gener:

ous feeling which is your glory and your joy! How

can I be content that you continue to put from you
God’s great salvation; that you still trample on Lis

faw; that you neglect to supplicate the aid of Jesus
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Chiist; that yoii perversely reject the water of his
baptism—<that symbol of liis spirit,—and his sacra-
sental cup-—~that §ymbol of his blood—still he is-
sue the dréad senteuce, ‘Let their passlons be their
tyraiitss” ‘they are 301ned to their idols, Holy Spirit!
fet them alone:” AH, how would stch 4 séiiténce iive
matiy of thosé hearts iow so moble and so tender;
and blight that beaty which his bounteous hand
has given you! How would it darken many of
those eyes that now beid on me their rays in mild
and cheeung lustxe, and blanch those cheeks, now
tinged with heaven’s own roseate, with the ashy
paleness of despair and horror!

Friends, may you riow lay hold on Gr"'oxi’s salva-
tion! Give cause for heaven to echo t6 the lutes of
gladdened seraphim!  Give joy to mé wholove ysit
and would serve you with my life. Say now to
Jesus Christ, *we accept thy great salvation;’ ¢we
aceept the symbels of thy spirit and of thy blood!’

- Bo shall you tiever go dowit to the gates of death.
8o shall you grapple fearlessly with the «King of
"Ferrors. ”—-Why, you en of business, do you de-
tay this deed of safety? it interferes not with yous
enrpi(ryments, with your checks and balanéés; un-
less it be your purpose to tramplé on God’s laws
that you may tread in a dishonest and dishonorable
tourse, Why place far ahéad of you sonie day of
glad amendment? «To-bay, if Fou will "hear my
voice, harden not your heart,” is the warning of
that Messiah who gave his life to save you. ¢Seek
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Jirst the kingdom of God, and his rlghteonsn&ss.” is
the advice of that Messiah who rever gave to fallen
angels the ehoice of oheying or of disobeying him.
Settle, thep, to-day the question of chief interest.
Cease from the delusion of posiponing to futurity
the-acceptange of an offer mercy tenders to you maw.
Cease from the folly of stretching forward your an.
ticipation to the .coming of Messiahin his millenni-
an glory, Better attempt your safety now, lest the
brightness of that heur shine -only on your grave;
lest before he begin to gather the great harvest of
the nations, you be beyond the hepe of safeiy.
Better pglze yourselves now for a noble act -of vir.
tne, and give proof of the soundness of yonr prin- -
ciples and motives by bearing up against the tide.
Thousands are called, daily, to give in their lasi
account, while yet the chariot of Messiah lingers:
Thousands are led, daily, fo embrace the hope of
life eternal, and thus hasten, in-their measnre, the
coming of Messiah. “To-day we lift high the ban-
per of the cross. To-day we assure you that.Ged
has said, and sworn, I liave mo pleasure in the
death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from
his way and live”’* ¥Who among you will res-.
pond to this oath of the Eternal, «“Behold, we come
unto thee; for thou art the Lorp our Godi” Whe
‘will tell. Messiah how much they value his salva.
" tion; and make proof of their sincerity bv aseumm,.
his easy yoke!

*lwek xxxiil, 11. +Jer. iii. 22.
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You recently noted the strict scrutiny of the judg-
ment: to-day you have been down to the abodes of
guilt and sorrow: on next Lord’s day we hope to
lead you through ¢the blissful seats of heaven:”
on the succeeding we must view eternity unfolding,

~as it rolls, the destinies of this great universe. We

“do not announce these things merely with a view to.

- #xcite your expectation. Much less do we attempt
them for the purposes of display. We do it in
the hope that these eternal truths, like the spear of
Ithuriel, may pierce that rind in which most of you
are enveloped—that covering of fashion and of
worldly cares more compact and lmpenetrable than
the rind of Leviathan,*

*«The man who succeeds in building up 2 church in this
place, will have to pierce the rind ol Leviathan: and he peeds
Ithuriel’s spear.” Such was the remark of a highly valued
friend, as well as fellow-labourer in the kingdom and patience
of the Saviour, when standing, one evening, near the founda-
tion of Market-street church, about the time of its commence-

sment. The expression was not intended to convey a harsh
reflection on the good people of Lexington; but merely to
indicate the speaker’s apprehension of the difficulty of lead-
ing human beings to reflect seriously and steadily on the
things of first importance, while so generally and intently
eccupied with business or amusements. On completing the
course of lectures which laid the foundation of this last ap-
peal,” and when announcing to the congregation his inten-
tion to deliver this course of sermons, thepauthor was some-
how lead to relate to them this anecdote. The repeated al-
lusions to it in this volume will, no doubt, be thought to jus-
tify the insertion of it here.
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Son of God! let thine own fruth be that spear!
Spirit of the Eternal! may thy vigor push it home!
May the touch of that spear transform for thine
abode thesg noble hearts, and enlist in thy good
work these minds of mighty mould! May the touch
~ of that spear seal the expression of seraphic beau-
ty on faces that often speak the cherul’s tender-
ness! And thine shall be the glory of this new cre-
ation, while thankfulness and blessedness are ours.
Amen.
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HEAVEN.

%The Lamb, which is in the midst of the throne,
shall feed them, and shall lead them unto lie-
ing fountains of waters; and God shall wipe
away all tears from their eyes.”

: Rev. vii. 17.

«If in this life orly we had hope, we were of all
men most miserable.” Never was sentiment ut-
tered with mere heart-felt pathos. Nevei did senti-
ment flow from the lips of mortal maxu, under a more
venerable and commanding sanction. Paul was
distinguished from the rest of primitive Christians
more by his labours than his sufferings: and, prob-
ably, more by ‘his success than his labeurs. His
eyes were often blessed with no ordinary sight.
In his rapid progress from continent to continent,
the idols of the heathen sunk before the standard
which he bore; and often his feet had scarcely
touched the wastes of Paganism, ere the desert be-
gan to rejoice and blossom as the rose.~~Yet in the
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midst of all this success; cheered as he was, whei
ever he turned his steps, with the smile of confi:
dence and love; exhilarated as his spirits must of ne-
cessity have been, when the light of his eloquence,
borue home and blessed by the Spirit of his God,
‘gave joy to the angels as they beheld its mighty
consequences,—yet—yet, even Paul could testify—s
the venerated, the successfnl, the triumphant Paul
could testify—that his life would have been most
miserable, but for the hope beyond the grave.
Not that there is any thing in Christianity itself
to render men unhappy. It is the stubbornness of
her infegrity. it is her rigid, unvarying, nniversal
regard to rightcousness, to the law of God and to
the will of God. These accord net with the tem-
" porising policy or subtile courtesy of the world.
And the result must be one almost ceaseless con-
flict: that very result so distinctly announced by the
Saviour; I came not to send peace on the earth,
buta sword.”* The results- will of course be pain-
ful, in proportion as the anti-christian spirit pre-
vails. Imprisonments, tortures and death formed
a portien of those results in Apostolic times, and
in many an after age. Ask then a prisoner, se-
cluded from his family, shut in from the light of
heaven, and unvisited by the refreshing breeze,
ask him, when pained by the strictness of his fet-
ters and bowed down by their weight, ask lim fo¥

_® Matth, x, 3%
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his estimate of present happiness; bid him say what
would be his feelings if hé had no other, no eternal
hope: and that answer would pronounce him of ail
men the most miserable. See him led forth and
bound upon the rack, see him chained to the stake
or broken on the wheel; and while thus yielding
up his life for the testimony of Jesus Christ, while
all is insult, while all is pang, put the question to
him again; and the answer still returns upon you,
$iof all men the most miserable.” If in this life
only we had hope, who then would be a Christian?
If conscious innocence, without a reference to that
immaculate tribunal, were the alone support, whe .
then would be a Christian?

But we may suppose a case—that very case we
were just now reviewing—in which even the pris-
on, the shackles and the stake mark an enviable
epoch in the Christian’s life. Long before the
days in which our aged Apostle saw this revelation

“in the [sle of Patmos, the sword and the fire, the
wild beasts and the cross, had done their appropri-
ate work. Paul, the greatest and the best of men,
had ceased from the sorrows he so feelingly re-
cords. He was beheaded by the command of Ne-
ro. Most of the other Apostles, not protected like
him by the privileges of Roman citizen-ship, had en-
dured far bitterer death. Thousands of their follow-
ers have shared the same fate.. And now,in the
dlays in which my text was penned, you might al-
ready read the record ef the Chnrch’s sorrows
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writien in the blood of her bravest and holfest meis=

bers. You might pass by imany a solitary spot,
within the Roman Fmpire, in which the tall grass. .
‘waved over the remains of those of whom the world
was not werthy. And as yeu stoeped and linger-
‘ed over the solitary spot, your voice might again
mingle with the sighing of the breeze-—-“ah’ who
would be a Christian?”

Ask that bright circle whom our Apostle saw in
vision, at the end of the first century, when cruelty -
and murder bad hurried many Christians home.
Ask what inducement would tempt them to bear a
‘Christian’s sorrows? Hear the lofty anthem they are
sweeping from their harps bedecked with immor-

‘%al amiaranth; hear their notes of gladness, soft as
if they proceeded from the lutes of seraphim; and
bid those harpers tell you what censideration would
induce them to exchange those sounds for the hoarse:
curses of a jailor, or the melancholy ¢lanking of a
Christian’s chains. Bid them say if they could
stoop te such a state as that! Ask them, and they
will tell you, or our angel interpreter will tell you,
in their stead, that they are by no means strangers
to the bitterness you mention; they themselves once.
endared it; they embraced it voluntarily. For these,
w~—even: all these shining and triumphant ones—
*<have come out of great tribulation; and have washed
their robes and made them white in the blood of the
amb: therefere are they before the throne of God;
and serve him day and nightin bis temple: and he that
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gitteth on the throne shall dwell among them,
They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more;
neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat.

. For the lamb which is in the midst of the throne
shall feed them and lead them unto living fountains
of waters; and God shall wipe away all tears from
their eyes.”

Brethren, need we tell you that this, though re-
ferable in the first instance to the millennium, is in-
deed a picturk of the heavenly state? We have

~ come down to-day to depict to you the blessings of
that state, as far the scriptures unfold it to our hepes,
and as well as we can mount to the height of such
an argument. But yet we know well that were onr
powers far greater than they really are, and were
our spirits eleetrified beyond their actual measurs,
yet all would be beggared by such a mighty theme.
We know that in that world eternal and invisible
there is much, very much, that eye has not seen,
nor ear heard, neither has it entered into the heart
of man to conceive, We Lut partially describe it
when we tell you, witk our text,

I. That it is a state of perfect and eternal de-
liverance from every kind of sorrow: ¢God, the
merciful, the gracious God, shall wipe away all
tears from every eye.¥ And

II. 'That it is a state of highest hionour and fe.
Yicity: Jesus Christ, so mighty, so liberal, so kind,
Jesus Christ shall feed them; and shall lead them
Ry fountaigs of living water,
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1. Heaven is a state of complete and everlasting
—freedom from all pain and sorrow. Tt would be a
useless as well as vain attempt to particularize the
miseries from which the expanded gates of heaven
proffer a safe and everlasting refuge. Every nerve
that God had strung to thrill with pleasure, every
sense that he had fited up as an avenue of delight,
now makes far different report of terrestrial things
around us; tells us of wants and of woes even more
than of the blessings of God’s creation. Every rela-
tion in which we stand as social beings, and which
by multiplying the number of objects to whom our

_ -strongest and tenderest feelings might be attached,
~seems to multiply occasions forjoy and thanksgiviig,

-every. such relation is now a poisoned fountain that
sends forth a stream to blight and not to bless the
verdure on its banks. 'We are pained for the mis-
eries and disappointments of those we love; or we
are wounded by the instability, selfishness, and
even enmity of those whose various relations ought
1o have rendered our interests and views and happi-
ness the same. And, independently of every ex-
ternal circumstance, we carry about within us a bo-
dy of sin and death that works a world of woe.
The Psalmist of Israel and the great Apostle of the
Gentiles, two of the greatest and best men who
ever lived, in detailing their own feelings speak
volumes on this subject. Hear the harp of Israel
tuned to melancholy lays: hear it aceompanying
the voice of one of the best of men, while he be-
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moans his follies and his griefs: hear how it swells .

‘in melancholy dirge when he speaks of guﬂt prese_
sing heavy on the conscience, and of an heart so
often sluiced of heaven’s peaceful consolations.
'Then compare these mournful tones with the appal-
‘ing descriptions of the Apostle Paul, when he gives
you his catalogue of woes. Hear him sum up all
in these few heart-sinking words, ‘“wretched man
that T am, who shall deliver me from the body of
this death!”’* and when you shall have done, you
* will hardly require 2 comment on our text; for no
expositor need speak the occasions of those tears
which the God of salvation will wipe from every
eye. : '

It is sufficient to say that all occasions of sorrow
will be done away forever, or banished to that
‘place where sin yet lives. . “

1. There shall be no more sickness, nelther pain,
por death. - Deliverance from all these is guaran-
teed in the nature and properties of the human
body after it-shall have been remoulded at the gen-
eral resurrection. It would be in vain for us to
speculate on a subject of this kind.. Our knowl-
edge of matter is limited, of course, to our observa-
tion of its properties: and we have seen it under no
other than its more gross and palpable forms, as
constituting a portion of this great frame of things;
and as it is debased and disordered by the curse,

’*Ram. vii. 24,

K
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But we know well that the resources of the Almigh-
ty are illimitable: we know that he has spoken of'
¢a spiritual body;”* of this very clay, which we
now bear about with us, being sublimed and spirit-
ualized, till it shall lose many of the properties
which adapt it to the present state of things, and as-
sume the very appearance of the Saviour’s risen
body. We refer you, then, for light upon this sub-
ject to the only two facts that ever have occurred
illustrative of this idea. We refer you to the ap-
pearance of the translated Klijah and transfigured
Saviour, when they confered together on one of the.
mountains of Palestine in presence of the three t_nosf
favored and beloved disciples. You see that Eli-
jah. still severe in youthful beauty; and you note
the mild radiance of the Saviour’s countenance,
when, clothed in heaven’s own glories, his Very
raiment became ¢white and glistering,’” and his
coun‘enance effulgent as the unclouded sun.—You
again behold the Saviour when he visited his
Apostle in the Isle of Patmos. Yecu see a bright-
ness too resplendent for mortal vision to sustaing
a majesty that awes, that unnerves, that.deprives
of animation. the good old man te whom the reve-
lation is made.

We pretend to no other description of the eter-
nal state, or of the perfection and blessedness of
those mortal frames which the resurrection shall

| ———

*y Corinth. xv, 44,
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fit for it, than that which the scrlptures give.. Such,
they tell you, is now the appearance of the Sav-
iour; and such glories shall invest the méanest of
his people, when oheying the mandate that calls
them from the grave. ¢It doth not yet appear,”
says an Apostle, ¢“what we shall be: but we know
that, when he shall appear, we, shall be like him;
for we shall see him as he is.”* And that very
sight will be as the exertien of creative energy; it
‘will produce in those who see him an assimilation,
with himself.

_ 'Tell me, then, you who know God’s all suffi-
tiency, you who can scan magnificence in the or der
‘of this great universe, you who see the traces of
exquisite taste and of unrivalled skill in every va-
riant stripe that streaks the many coloured tulip, and
in all that distinguishes those ten thousand other
flowers which the pencil of the Almighty has made
beauty to the eye—"7ell me, if you can, where will
be that limit of beauty or of dignity which God
all-sufficient will assign to forms that he takes up
to dwell with him in his immediate presence, and
on which he will display unr esenedly and fully,
‘net partially and occasionally asin our sin-scathed
world, the riches of his gooduess and the wonders
of his skill. There every countenance shall still
retain its own appropriate expression: for variety
marks the earth, variety strikes you every whert

—.

*) John iii. 2.
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fn the mighty combinations of the stars of heaveii;.
variety is beauty, variety is blessedness, and all
that is now various in the appearances of men gives
assurance of the blessings of variety forever.

See then that amazing company, as they stand
before the throne! all perfect and glorious as Jesus
Christ is perfect! See the small and the great, as
our Apostle saw them at the awful judgment! See
the peculiar beauties of infantile charms giving va-
viety to heaven, as they expand forever in an infan-
tile state! See the mild graces of the softer forms,
as they blush in all the charms of their character-
istic softness! See the simple dignity of more ma-~
jestic beings! See all the varied beauties of this
world of variety, sublimed but not altered, increas-
ed not destroyed!—Then remember the condition
of this glorious company. - Sickness shall no more
blast the voses of their cheekss tears shall no
more quench the lustre of their eyes; no aching
head, no brow of care, no heart corroded with anxi-
ties and griefs, shall ever—ever damp, no, not for a
single moment, the joy of that assembly. Passions

~ they shall still have; but they are passions regula-
ted by eternal law; they are the springs of activity,
the sources of felicity: not those maddening and
bewildering impulses that infract the order of the
fair creation, and make havoc of our peace. Appe-
tites they shall still have; but they are appetites fitted
to that eternal state: and what Almighty power has
formed their hearts to crave, infinite goodness will
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abundantly supply. No want shall pinch, no thirst
shall parch, no evil of any kind shall any more af-
flict theém; for there shall be no more pain.

2. And if each one shall be happy censidered
by themselves, they shall be equally freed from all
the ills that arise from social feelings and relations.
The friendships of Eternity shall be enly with the
righteous; with righteousness alone shall they ever
come in contact; for righteousness only will the
heart feel any interest. "There, then, friendship
does not bend, solicitous and self-wounded, over
the pangs of others whom its efforts cannot save.
There no heart trembles with anxiety for the guile-
less, while in danger of becoming a prey to the
arts of ‘the desiguing. For all whom we love are
assembled before that throne. All friendships are
centered in one blessed company. All are freed
alike from all those calamities that wound the heart
of friendship through the persons whose happiness
is dear to us as our own. 'The social tye augments
the felicities of heaven; for holiness is doubly bles-
sed: blessed in the portion allotted to itself. and
blessed a thousand fold in all the thousand por-
tions of all who are united by the common tye.
And while the heart remains forever a stranger to
those pangs which friendship shares in common
with the sufferer; the prostration of our rights, the
abuse of our confidence, the innamerable miseries
pf violated order, shall disturb the breast no more.
No longer shall the weak mourn the oppressions
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of the mighty, hor the guileless spirit the triumphs
of the cunning: no more shall honest indignation-
flash at baseness, not the plea of innocence bé lost
atid the clamour of the violent. Fof there, amid
all that blessed compaiy, there stands not one be:
ing in whose heart is written other law than the
law of guileless lové. Nor is thére an arm in all
‘that mighty host that would not be liftéed, swift as
heaven’s own lightning, to assert the cause of the
oppressed. Nor is thefe a cofintenance irfadiated
with heaven’s own playful light and love that
would not dart a withering look upon the base de-
ceiver,

3. Finally: All that is withia, as well as every
thing around, shall be so regulated as to banish thé
approach of sorrow. 'T'o-day the Jewish Psalmist
tunes his larp to other lay than that which once
recorded “the sorrows of the mind.”> Amid that
bright assemblage his tongue o more frames sounds
for the expression of his woé: an heart once deceit-
fui and desperately wicked is now true to the ser-
vice of Almighty God: amid the beauties of his par-

“adise no ivandering passion rises: befoie the splen-
dors of his throne no worshiper complains of
thoughts still roving after every vanity. Andno
temptation assails them from without. You who now
must stand within the gap, and resist the passions
and the selfish ends of men; you who must put up
fwith ten thousand imputations, because your meas-
ures change not with the wishes or the interests of
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the changelings all around you; you whose heart
must be excruciated with ten thousand pangs by the
unfounded aspersions or illiberal surmises of those
whom you cannot please; you who are tempted to -
forsake your duty, to part with your integrity, rath-
er than adhere to the thankless office of doing your
duty where pride and passion will not appreciate
your motives or your measui’e_s; yet still persevere,
\ ¢Unshaken, unseduced, unterrified,”
For no sooner shall that sentence issue from yon
throne, ¢servant of God well done,’* than you will
be united with a company whose feelings and prin-
ciples are truly and fully of that exalted kind te
which the circles of the present world advance such
shallow, and often, very often, such glaringly falge
and ridiculous pretensions. In heaven true integ-
rity is sterling honour, There every spirit is the
spirit of an Abdiel; and no untoward circumstances,
no pitiful interests, form an inducement fo desert
your duty; nor does the sacial feeling prove the so-
cial curse. o

It is that state ordained of Gad, all-wise and
mighty, to display before creation the riches of hig
goodness; to shew in his own heavens how he can
dignify and bless; as he manifests in Tophet the
perdition of his-curse, There then is safety, there
is true felicity, when the G«d of grandeur rises to-
become himself the consoler of his servants; when
he employs his own hand, with all a father’s ten-
derness, to wipe away their tears; and when not ong
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wave of sorrow shall roll across the breast, thence:
forward and forever.

II. But the absence of grief is at most a partial
Bappiness. We are endowed with many principles’
-of the most active kind; and in the employment of
the active powers bestowed upon us the greater
portion of positive happiness consists. The glory
of our nature is the enlightened understanding and
the feeling heart.

We need hardly say that both these sources of
honour and felicity will be occupied to the best ad-
‘vantage.

1. All the disadvantages of ignorance shall at
ence be done away. Itis well worthy our remem-
brance that when our first father was created he
possesed a knowledge of this creation more inti-
mate and extended than any of his descendents
have probably ever attained to. It is a notorious
fact that the nations of the Kast possess portions of
science which are indubitably but the wreck of far
more perfect systems that must have been common
before the deluge; and the bible student, remem-
bering what is written of our first father’s knowl-
edge, will hardly hesitate in referring the beginnings
of science, even in its perfect form, to the beginning
of the world. It is a fact, also, well worthy of re-
mark, that when Moses and Elijab appeared with
the Saviour on the mount of transfiguration. the
disciples who were present knew them at once.
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For any of these facts we do not pretend to account.
But it would appear from them to be contrary te
all good reasoning to ascribe to beings of the oth-
er world the same slow processin acquiring knowl-
edge which appears to be laid upon the human
race as in part the penalty of sin. Learning is
with us both labour and sorrow. But in heaven
there shall be neither. And who can tell the ex-
pansion of human intellect when the God of im-
mensity lays open all his riches, that they may ad-
mire and wonder and adore! 'These worlds above
us and: these worlds around us, all that displays
the magnificence of God, will furnish sources of
ever new delight. And who can tell the yet un-
thought of forms of being, who can tell the varieties
of creation, that shall be bursting through eternity
on the admiring eye! And when all that we have
known, and all that we can think of, is. perfecﬂy
exhausted; who can find thonghts to mtmnf:_ ta
these new objects ¢which eye hath net s&elr, BOE.
ear heard, neither hath it entered into the- l}ieﬁ‘l!kﬁﬁg_'
. man to conceive; but which God has nevertheless:
prepared for those that love him!” And .F'esn&»*
Christ himself shall be the ready interpreter of alE
heaven’s bursting wonders; Jesus Ghrist shall feed
them; Jesus Christ shall lead them by fountains of
living waters; human intellect shall mount up to-
ward the un(lerstanding that is infinite under the
forming hand of that great and good instructor; and
all eyes shall be intent, and all minds upon tha
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stretch, to catch the lessons of wisdom as they fall
from such lips of kind and condescending love.

2. But, after all, the heart is the great source of
felicity; and in vain should we exercise an arch-
angel’s intellect, in vain should we scan with eyes
like the omniscient the great creation through; un-
less the heart were interested, it would be a cold
and barren scene. But the God of this creation is
the God of love; and the law that rules in the
hearts of that bright company is the law of tendex
and eternal love, )

But we attempt not to poriray an exercise of
" fenderness so far above our powers. You have
seen the variety that shall beautify and bless the
heavenly world. You have often seen the infant
of few and tender years, perhaps of months or
weeks, returned to its parent earth. And often has
the world wonder ed what can be the designs of all-
Wlse providence in bringing into life so many
ym"w immortals only just to look around them and
then ose their eyes in death. Let our Apostle
te]l vnu On the day of the great judgment he saw
ﬁ]em ev ery one: and he saw them infants still. In
heaven these little cherabs shall bud and blossom
forever: and thby who have a fondness for infantile-
‘beauty and infantile excellence can best appreciate .
the variety of tender feeling to which such an ar-
rangement will give birth in that glad scene.

¥ .u kave heard of the many worthies that have.
- gone before you; people of one heart, though of eve-
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sy age and nation. Know, then, that no small poi-
tion of the felicity of heaven will be found in your
intercourse with these ¢excellent of the earth.”
Even here a large proportion of our happiness
consists in the kindred movements of kindred
~ hearts, when purity and intelligence and love unite
to dignify aind bless the social circle. But “in that
bright world above” you find larger scope for eve-
ry high wrought feeling. There intellect shines
twith unclouded brightuess; purity is unsullied; ev-
ery heart is tender as an infants; every fee ‘ng ar-
dent as a seraphs: and where all dwell together in,
their common Kather’s presence, free from danger
and far removed from want. there is nothing to al-
lay, nothing to suspend the blessings of high heav-
en’s friendships, as we feel and mourn on earth.
The height to which attachinents may be there ex-
alted, the ever spinging joys of ever growing friend-
ships, Grod, fhie omniscient, only can define.
~ Come assemble before you in groups the wor-
thies of all ages. 1In heaven there is rooin for many
bands to wander; you may attach yourself to them,
one by oue, without danger of interruptio‘n, beford
they have severally umnfolded all their history.
Eternity is long enough to admit of many a moment
spent in tracing the varied annals of every dweller
there. Walk hard in hand with patriarchs and
prophets: hear how Hiernal wisdom shaped their
course, and how patience and goodness sustained
their feeble steps, and conducted them at length in:
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safety and peace to the happy scene amid which
they unfold their story: Come walk with Saul of
"Tarsus in some retired spot. Hear him relate the
vision of Damascus, and tell of all the workings of
a sinful Leart, of all the variant feelings of an
heart renewed, while he sat solitar y and confound-
ed, a poor blind man, weeping and praying in the
house of Judas. Bid “brother Saul” unfold to
you the workings of his mind in wany of those
scenes in which history has portrayed him the great,
the good, the gallant-spirited Apostle. Recount
to him the emotions that often thrilled your breast,
when bending over the pages of his eventful clory.
And mark the radiant joy that sparkles in his eye,
when stretching out his hand toward many wan-
dering companies, he tells you of the time, the.
place, the circumstances, where ¢“this man and that
man” heard for life eternal the miessage that he
brought them, and in the full flow of feeling hailed
him and lov ed him ¢as an angel of God. ”*

Sit down in some lone corner with that once hap-
iess malefactor who lifted his dying eyes to his
fellow-sufferer on the cross, and sought and obtain-
ed, at that late hour, an entrance into the joy aund
glory of that world. Hear the story of his life:
hear from his own lips the first thought that smote
his conscience, when the dying miscreant was rail-
ing at that meek sufferer who hung expiring by hls..
side.

rm———

Galot, iv. 14
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In this way you may gather from ten thousand
sources, throngh ten thousand rolling ages, new
cause to admire the wisdom of eternal prov idence,
new ground to admire the riches of eternal mercy,
new inducements to raise high the voice of joy and
h:mkqgn ing to him who saved you all in his eter-
nal righteousness.

But why should we restrict you to the bible his-

tory! Let your thoughts encircle the vast host of
the redeemed. Let aged Polycarp; now no more.
a cripple, the loved disciple of the loved Apostle—
let Polycarp, let Cyprian, let Augustine, let Chry-
sostem, let ten thousand kindred spirits more than
we can name, bless you and honour you with their
friendship and fellowsbip. Kxtend your acquain-
tance among all ranks of men. Bend with the once
purpled Cewmsars when they bend—with Theodo-
.sians and Gratians, when they bend before that
throne: and multiply your blessings by forming
strict alliance with all the great and good, with all
the pure and simple-hearted, the saved of ages that
{ime yet holds in reserve.

But we said we would not paint,—and we dare .
riot attempt to paint—the variety of blessedness
that must flow from such high intercourse. Were
we even to confine our dehnefttmn to this small au-
dience, were we to portray how you who are friends
-and associates here must act and feel, when you
move ou together in that eternal round of wenders
-and of joys, we feel that we should fall unspeakas-
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bly short of our own conceptions: and hew poar
must be the conceptions of a man of earth, how
meagre, dim and partial, compared with the reality!

But though now tenants of this earth, you have
capacities fitted for other intercourse than that whick
you may be suppesed to maintain with kindred
beings. 'The intelligences of heaven, elevated
tltough they be, wise, mighty, glorious, though they
be, are social spirits too. Of their intelligence,
fenderness, and fellow-feeling, we have broad and
clear assurance. 'They too—your elder hrethren,
whose large experience and extended spheres of
gervice have made them well acquainted with the
Almighty’s werks and ways—they too will contri-
bute mightily to exalt the happiness of heaven; for
faingling with every circle they will have much to
tell that no pen has ever recorded, and much to un-
fold that no heart has ever imagined. And many
may be the hour in which mighty cherubim, releas-
ed from higher calls, will single out some spirit,
the saved of Messiah’s grace, and hold with it such
comimunion about God and all his ways, about kin-
dred angels and all their history, or about the
mighty sum of the creator’s works, as shall bring'
Targe tribute of light to the mind and of pleasure to
he lieart of the attentive and apt learner.

But why should we spend time with these feeble;
recollections of the feebler abettors of God’s
great design! Though all that we have said,
wnd ten times more, be true, yet all creature at-
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jachwments, all human friendships, all angelic fei-
lowship, seems a little thing when conirasted
with the higher, more steady and most appro-
priate source of happiness. That bright and bliss-
ful company are not restricted in their intercourse
even to the noblest order of created intelligences;
¢for the Lamb, which is in the midst of the thr.one,
‘himself shall feed them and shall lead them unto
living fountains of waters; and God shall wips
away all tfears from their eyes.” The Saviouyr
shall conduct toward them as a familiar friend; the
God of grandeur shall treat them as his children.
How should we paint such intercourse!

Youn know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ:
how kind and affectionate among his own disciples;
how tender and compassionate to all who sought
his favor. Such as he was on earth, is the Savioyr
now in heaven. KExalted, though he be above ali
principality and power, he is not exalted above the
freest converse with the leastof those who lave him,
Though his rightful place be on the father’s